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Dear Ridgewood Avenue Community:

Ozzy has been a therapy dog at Ridgewood Avenue School since 2018.  A therapy
dog can be used for many reasons, including but not limited to: as rewards for
individual students and classes and for helping students who require more
functional and vocational training to learn about responsibility through the care of a
pet.  A therapy dog can be a supportive friend to practice reading to. We have
students who deal with school refusal, suicidal ideation, anxiety and a number of
mental health issues.  Therapy dogs have proven to be an instant source of support
for children and adults. Ozzy has been such a hit, that we’re now giving him some
competition and welcoming another therapy dog to our staff!

Ms. Margie Pardo is our new therapy clinician in the ESS (Effective School Solutions)
Program here at RAS and her dog has completed the certification process along
with all required paperwork.

Raven will be reporting to work within the week!  See a picture of Raven below.

If you have a child with a serious allergy to dogs or an extreme fear of dogs, I’d like to
know that information so we can plan accordingly.  Also, if your child has been
experiencing any type of emotional issues and you believe time spent with Ozzy or
Raven would be meaningful to them, we’d like to also know that.  Please send me an
email with any important information.

With the current emphasis on mental health awareness and advocacy in our
country, the timing is excellent for Ridgewood Avenue School to add to this
innovative and unique program. Having a therapy dog here at RAS has been on my
“Principal Bucket List” for several years.  I never imagined we’d have two!!!

With excitement,

Michael Donovan
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